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Dear Global Watch Weekly Member 

Many of our members were born or were young children when author C.S. Lewis released “The 
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe” in 1949 and many of our older members for sure will have 
remembered reading this story to their children or buying this book for them when they were 
young. So this edition of the global watch weekly may be a time for you to reminisce on a 
publication which stands in the hallway of greatness with other publications such as “The Lord of 
the Rings” and others. 

In this edition we will seek to understand some of the powerful connections between the 
Chronicles of Narnia series and the Christian gospel because they are many. Much of parallels 
are not only found in “The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe” but also “The Silver Chair”, “The 
Magicians Nephew”, “The Voyage of the Dawn Treader”, “The Horse and the Boy”, “The Last 
Battle” and “Prince Caspian” which all form part of the Chronicles of Narnia series. 

We did something similar two and a half years ago with “The Lord of The Rings” and many 
members were blessed by that edition. 

So sit back, enjoy, be blessed and have fun with this one. 

Kevin Farringdon (Chief Editor of the Global Watch Weekly 
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THE STORY OUTLINE 

The chronicles of Narnia are a collection of 
stories about four Pevensie children. These four 
children represent what is good and not-so-good 
in each of us. The Pevensie children, Peter and 
Susan and Edmund and Lucy (in age-order), 
enjoy exploring the Professor's enormous house 
and find a lone wardrobe in an otherwise empty 
room.   

While using the wardrobe as a hiding place 
during a hide-and-seek game, the youngest 
sibling, Lucy, retreats further back until she walks 
out into an entirely different, perpetually snow-
covered world called Narnia: where it is always 
winter but never Christmas.  At a strangely 
placed lamppost she meets a Faun named 
Tumnus who quickly befriends her after learning 
that she is a human, a "Daughter of Eve." (the 
boys are called the “Sons of Adam”)  

Later, at his place, he admits that he was told by 
the White Witch (the self-proclaimed, cruel 
"queen" of Narnia) to enchant and hand over any 
human he ever found.  The Witch can turn folks 
into stone statues with a stroke of her 

wand.  Tumnus, risking his own life, urges Lucy 
to return to her own world.  Lucy's brothers and 
sister don't believe her when she returns.  

The youngest brother, Edmund, discovers Lucy's 
credibility when he stumbles into Narnia.  While 
seeking Lucy, he meets the "Queen of Narnia," 
the White Witch, who seduces him with treats 
and a promise of more treats and kingly power if 
he brings all of his siblings back to her 
castle.  Lucy finds him, thrilled that he too has 
found the other world.  But when they return, 
Edmund denies the truth to spite his sister.   

The eldest brother and sister, Peter and Susan, 
consult the mysterious and wise Professor about 
the problem.  In The Magician's Nephew, the out-
of-chronology sixth Narnia book, the Professor is 
revealed to have once been young Digory, one of 
the two first children to discover the other world.  

Afterward, when all of the children hide in the 
wardrobe from the stern housekeeper, they begin 
an amazing adventure in Narnia.  Tumnus' 
disobedience has been discovered and he has 
been taken away by the Witch's secret police (a 
pack of wolves) and turned into stone.   

The Pevensies befriend Mr. and Mrs. Beaver and 
learn about the great Lion Aslan. Meanwhile, 
Edmund (in hopes of cashing in on what was 
promised to him) sneaks away to report his 
brother and sisters to the Witch.   

Word that Aslan has returned and is working 
against the Witch's magic is spreading - and 
Peter, Susan, and Lucy must decide how they fit 
into the entire scheme of reclamation and 
goodness against evil.  Aslan's magic thaws 
Narnia and hope stirs.  Disillusioned about the 
Witch, Edmund is rescued from her clutches, but 
she requests audience with the Lion and 
demands Edmund for the lawful blood payment 
for betrayal, citing the Deep Magic she and Aslan 
are beholden to.   

Instead of allowing Edmund to pay for his sin, 
Aslan offers himself as blood payment.  Lucy and 
Susan watch in horror while the Witch kills the 
Lion on the sacrificial Stone Table.  But when 
morning comes, Aslan rises again, stronger, 
more vigorous than ever, to lead Narnians 
against the Witch once and for all. 
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IN THE BEGINNING 

Lets now take a deeper look at some of the 
parallels with Christian theology. With the 
Chronicles of Narnia the reader is immediately 
reminded of God in Genesis 1 when Aslan sings 
Narnia into existence. Both God and Aslan use 
only their voices to create . 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.   

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to 
separate water from water.”   

And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to 
one place,and let dry ground appear.”   

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.”  

Aslan makes creatures and gives them a 
commission of stewardship similar to that given 
to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:29-30).  

Aslan tells the creatures,  

“I give to you forever this land of Narnia. I give you the 
woods, the fruits, the rivers…The Dumb Beasts whom I 
have not chosen are yours also” (The Magician’s Nephew 
128).   

Like on earth, evil enters the creation near the 
beginning. Problems arise in both worlds 

because of fruit from magical trees. Eve and 
Adam were tempted by the serpent to eat the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge. This is what causes the 
Fall of the human race (Genesis 3:1-7).  

In Narnia, the Witch eats of the tree of life, which 
makes her immortal. As a result of this, she is 
able to gain strength and take over the country 
and oppress its inhabitants many years later. 
Allusions to the serpent in the Garden of Eden 
can also be seen in The Silver Chair. A witch who 
can turn herself into a serpent holds Prince Rilian 
captive. 

OLD TESTAMENT SYMBOLOGY 

Aslan is represented as a divine figure and is 
treated in a similar fashion to God in the Old 
Testament. In the Narnian Chronicles, Aslan “is 
the one who defines reality…issu[ing] 
commands, usually in a natural, matter-of-fact 
tone rather than in a peremptory or imperative 
manner”.  Aslan informs “characters what their 
story has been and he also fulfils a prophetic 
function, foretelling what will happen or 
dispensing judgment” “All beings innately offer 
deference to him,” both friend and enemy alike. 
This all shows that Aslan “takes it for granted that 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are his”. 

Aslan repeatedly uses sentences with the verb 
structure “to be,” hinting at the divine name 
revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14. Aslan tells 
Aravis in The Horse and his Boy, “I am the only 
lion you met in all your journeyings”.  Jill asks 
Aslan in The Silver Chair, “Then you are 
Somebody, Sir?” He answers her, “I am”.  The 
reply God gave Moses, “I AM WHO I AM,” is 
further suggested by Aslan’s reply when Shasta 
asked who he is. Aslan simply say, “Myself”  
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When the characters first come into contact with 
Aslan, they react in much the same way as 
people in the Old Testament react when they 
have an encounter with God. They are 
overwhelmed by the numinous that is now face to 
face with them. An example from the bible is in 
Judges 6:22, when Gideon realizes he is talking 
to an angel, he fears that he is going to die.  

Similarly, there is a common formula for these 
encounters with Aslan in the Narnia narratives. 
First the character is afraid that the lion might 
devour them or hurt them. After he or she 
realizes that they are not going to be eaten, “a 
new a different sort of trembling came over him”. 

The imagery used in the Old Testament is used 
in the books also. God is described as “the 
fountain of living waters” (Jeremiah 17:13). In 
The Silver Chair, Jill is dying of thirst. Aslan tells 
her the only way for her to live is to drink from his 
stream.  Eustace in The Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader must bathe in Aslan’s well in order to 
cleanse himself from the dragon form.  Another 
example is Psalm 23:5, which says, “my cup 
runneth over.” Aslan leaves a paw print that filled 
with water, which “was full to the brim, and then 
overflowing”.  Shasta was able to drink from this 
makeshift cup.  

The image of God’s holy dwelling is pictured as a 
mountain (Psalm 48:1-2). So also is Aslan’s 
country depicted as a mountain. A further parallel 
is that Aslan anoints kings to rule over his people 
just as Yahweh anointed kings to rule his people 
Israel. Like David (1 Samuel 16:12-3), Peter is 
the ideal King. 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE 

The Horse and his Boy is a story that rings of 
providence. Because of this, it can be compared 
to the books of Ruth and Esther in which the role 
of God is less overt. Aslan functions in a similar 
manner throughout most of the book. It is only 
revealed at the end that Aslan was the one who 
had worked out the circumstances in the lives of 
the characters to bring them to where they 
needed to be. This story also demonstrates that 
Aslan is omnipresent as he still has control of 
events even though the characters are in a 
different land, Calormene. God is still in control  

even though Ruth and Esther are not in Israel. 
Both God and Aslan control even foreign rulers. 
Prince Rabadash’s transformation into a donkey 
is similar to Nebuchadnezzar transformation in 
Daniel 4 that made him have the mind of an 
animal. 

There is a Stone Table in The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe that is reminiscent of the stone 
tablets on which the Law of Moses was written 
(Exodus 24:12). It was on the table that the Witch 
slew Aslan. But she did not know of magic even 
older than the stone table “that when a willing 
victim who had committed no treachery was killed 
in a traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and 

Death itself would start working backward” This 
symbolizes the Old Covenant of Law that Christ 
broke when he took the penalty of the law himself 
(Galatians 3:13). 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 
hung on a pole.”[a] 14 He redeemed us in order that the 
blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit.“ 

Finally, The Last Battle is a depiction of 
Revelation for the world of Narnia. It is an 
Armageddon type battle. A beast that has 
disguised himself as Aslan fools the people. This 
is like the Beast in Revelation 13:3-4. Aslan 
defeats his enemies and his faithful are drawn 
into a new Narnia, Aslan’s own country, 
reminiscent of the New Jerusalem coming down 
to earth during the time of the Millennium when 
Christ will rule on earth in paradise restored. 
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THE LION OF JUDAH 

Aslan is a non-allegorical character in the sense 
that he is not intended to be a direct 
representation of Christ. However, Christian 
symbolism is definitely present in the books. This 
should be expected because, though Aslan is not 
the same as Jesus the man, he is what Jesus 
would be like if he lived in another world.  

God may deal with other worlds in a different 
manner, but Aslan still represents the same God 
that controls the universe. The setting and plot of 
the play are changed, not the director. Therefore, 
the universal laws of God should still be in effect 
despite the fact that they are operating in a 
different location because the nature of God does 
not change. 

Since Aslan is what Jesus would be like in 
Narnia, there are obvious allusions to Jesus in 
many of the things that Aslan says and does. The 
least veiled reference is in The Voyage of the  

Dawn Treader when Aslan tells the children that 
he is also in their world, but he goes by a 
different name. 

Other parallels between Aslan and Jesus 
abound. One such similarity is that the 
resurrection of each was first discovered by the 
female followers (Luke 24:1-6). Also, both broke 
open the gates of the enemy’s house where 
prisoners were held captive. Jesus holds the 
keys to hell, the home of Satan, and is able to 
bring people held captive there back to life 
(Revelation 1:18). After Aslan returned to life, he 
went to the White Witch’s house and breathed life 
back into the creatures she had turned to stone. 
Then he caused the gates of her castle to be torn 
down so that no one should ever have to remain 
entrapped there. 

The blood of both Jesus and Aslan can bring the 
dead to life. A drop of blood from Aslan’s pierced 
paw not only revives the dead Prince Caspian but 
also rejuvenates him to a younger version of 
himself. Christ’s shed blood will have the power 
to resurrect believers into new life (Hebrews 9:14
-5).  

In the New Testament, Christ is depicted as a 
lamb (John 1:29), a shape Aslan takes in The 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader. Also, the Lamb is 
roasting fish over a fire and invites the children to 
“Come and have breakfast” just as the 
resurrected Jesus did when he appeared to the 
disciples in John 21:9-13.  

Aslan often breathes on people and kisses their 
foreheads in order to strengthen them. This is 
similar to the New Testament (John 20:22) when 
Jesus breathed on the disciples in order to give 
them the Holy Ghost. 

The talking horse Bree in The Horse and his Boy 
doubts that Aslan is a real lion. Aslan arrives and 
bids him “Touch me. Smell me. Here are my 
paws, here is my tail, these are my whiskers” 
This is like what Christ tells Thomas in John 
20:27 

“Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 
my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” “ 
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In this same book, Aslan tells both Aravis and 
Shasta, “No one is told any story but their own” 
This is reminiscent of Jesus telling Peter that 
what shall pass with another man it is no concern 
of his (John 21:22-3). 

It is obvious from reading the text that when 
Aslan speaks, it is “indirect echoes of the words 
of Jesus” (Alexander 43). In this other world, 
Aslan, as what Christ would be there, shares 
certain aspects with the Christ of this world. Each 
enters his world to serve the same redemptive 
purposes, making it natural that Aslan is 
portrayed as analogous to Jesus. Revelation 5:5 
describes Jesus as “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah.” It should come as no surprise that in 
another world, the son would take the shape of 
an actual lion  

NARNIAN UNIQUENESS 

Even if one ignorant of the Christian undertones 
in the story, “he or she can still enjoy the stories 
in their own right”. Although the similarities 
between Narnia and Christianity are numerous, 
the stories should also be read for the unique 
ideas and perspectives they offer by their own 
merit as great works of fiction. 

Besides a few brief mentions of the Emperor-
beyond-the-Sea and vague intimations to the 
Holy Spirit, Aslan is the only aspect seen of god 
in Narnia. He takes on the role of all three 
members of the triune. Aslan is also much more 
anthropomorphic than God is in the Bible. Aslan 
is more imminent. He is physically present in 
each of the seven books. 

Things that are metaphorical in the Old 
Testament become much more literal in Narnia. 
Aslan literarily fights in battle for Narnia. He is 
really a lion and really a lamb. Other mythological 
figures are a reality in Narnia also. Father Time is 
real as are dwarfs, centaurs, giants, and satyrs  

REBELLION PARALLEL 

Evil enters the world of Narnia differently than on 
this planet. This evil has a different form than evil 
on Earth. At the start of the book an evil queen 
known as the White Witch has been ruling Narnia 
for one-hundred years. Upon the reader’s 
introduction to Narnia, one of the first scenes 
depicted is the White Witch’s temptation of 
Edmund, a young boy and central figure in the 
story. The scene closely resembles the 
temptation of Biblical characters Adam and Eve, 
as well as the temptation of Jesus Christ by 
Satan.  

Throughout the book the witch closely resembles 
the Devil, constantly tempting in a passive way, 
and rarely outright attacking the characters. Her 
end come when Aslan after his resurrection 
brings reinforcements to the battle at 
Beruna against the witch's army. Her army is 
defeated, and Aslan himself kills her. Most of her 
followers are killed and the remnants of her army 
who do not surrender flee and are later killed by 
Aslan's followers.  Again an incredible parallel to 
the Battle of Armageddon. 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. 
Lewis presents a Christian worldview through a 
mythic tale. It takes place in Narnia, a world of 
magic. In Narnia, virtually every fairy tale or 
mythic creature imaginable comes alive. But 
unlike much fantasy, such as the realm of Harry 
Potter, Narnia is another world—a separate 
creation from ours.  

In Narnia, what we would call "magic" is simply 
part of the created order (the wardrobe is actually 
from Narnia too, although this is known from a 
previous story). Thus, the mythic elements are 
used as a vehicle to tell a bigger story, not to 
promote falsehood in the real world. 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe is an 
allegory, and in an allegory it is important to 
understand what the symbols are referring to. For 
example, Aslan’s death and coming to life is a 
portrayal of Christ’s substitutionary atonement. It 
does not matter that it was not on a cross or that 
some elements are separated or out of order in 
time from the biblical gospel story.  

What matters is that the picture is correct – and it 
is. Aslan (Christ) has willingly humiliated himself 
and died for the sons of Adam (specifically 
Edmund) whom sin and death (the White Witch) 
have a right to take due to the “deep magic” (the 
Law) of Narnia.  

But Aslan rises again (resurrection), 
accompanied by an earthquake and discovered 
by two girls (the two Marys). His resurrection 
destroys the power of the deep magic over 
mankind (nailing our sins to the cross). 

Aslan then goes on to breathe life into his 
warriors (the Holy Spirit coming on all disciples) 
so that they may wage war with him against the 
White Witch and her armies (spiritual warfare). 
Aslan ultimately wins, bringing in a re-created 
world (new heavens and earth). 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe also 
presents a biblical portrait of Christ in the 
character of Aslan. Some have complained that 
as a Christ-figure Aslan should not have taken 
part in the killing of the White Witch. But the book 
of Revelation says that Christ will indeed destroy 
evil at His return—and it will not be pretty. The 
politically correct/humanistic/liberal community is 
simply not used to thinking of evil as something 
to be fought, and that such fighting is not only 
right, it is valorous. The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe reminds us of this truth. 

There are many other gems in this story. A 
stirring, single-line description of God comes at 
the point when the children are in Beaver's dam. 
Lucy asks Beaver if Aslan is safe, and Beaver 
replies, "Safe? Of course he isn't safe! . . . But 
he's good."  

Another classic line comes when Lucy’s siblings 
approach their uncle about Lucy’s bizarre belief 
in Narnia. After they admit that she has never 
been known to lie and does not appear to be 
insane, their uncle then replies that, logically, she 
should be believed! This is Lewis’ famous 
“trilemma”—where Christ’s claims to divinity are 
shown to be believable due to the absurdity of 
the other explanations. 

All in all, The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe and accompanying publications of the 
Chronicles of Narnia series presents the gospel 
in a powerful and discernible way that children 
can relate to, and adults can still learn from. Just 
like the Lord of the Rings the authors have taken 
key themes from the Christian story such as 
redemption, betrayal, chivalry, death, 
resurrection, courage, good and evil and have 
remodelled it in a world unlike any other. 
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